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THE ENDLESS SUMMER IS ABOUT TO BE 
CANCELLED. 

Hello, Boone here with yet another issue of The Trouble With Normal. 
Well, summer's almost over we appear this time SkfOOfta to be closer to 
that not so magical time: I'm talking about election year. In the month 
that this comes out, the two factions of our one party system will be 
holding their conventions even though we all know who the candidates 
are. While those holding protests want to bring attention to what people 
are actually going through, the mainstream media will still focus on 
hiding corporate facts and try to paint the candidates as our only options. 
Still, my hopes go out to those planning protests and direct actions. 
People need to know that not all is well in the USA. 

Now for the typical zine spiel I give every issue at this point: TTWN 
NEEDS YOU. A good counterculture is only as strong those who 
support it. So, feel free to send in writing , music and zines to review, 
subscribe, etc. It's not an easy road doing this, but it is a road that can 
teach you a lot. By the way, if you don't like this zine, feel free to con- 
tribute if you think it would improve it, or do your own. Follow your 
talents and interests; they may take you to places you might not otherwise 
find. Until next issue. Peace, Boone. 

SEND MUSIC, ZINES, ADS, WRITINGS, SUBS, ETC TO: 
THE TROUBLE WITH NORMAL. 
P.O. BOX 329. 
COLUMBIA, MO 65205-0329. USA 
OZARK BIOREGION/GLACIATED PLAINS BORDER. 
E-mail :ttwn@ hotmail.com. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS: $7.50 FOR SIX ISSUES. 
AD RATES: $10.00 full page (8"x5"). $5.00 half page (2"x8" v. 
of 4"x5" h). Other rates negotiable. 

Make checks or money orders payable to Boone Stigall, not 
The Trouble With Normal. 
COVER: Logos by David, Photos by Boone. 
TTWN SHIT CREW THIS ISSUE: David, Boone, Art Paul (he's 
back!) 
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Republican National Convention 

July 31st /August 3rd 
Convergence July24/luly30 

Mass civil disobedience/Protests 

SHUT DOWN THE UNDEMOCRATIC TWO PARTY SYSTEM 

This summer, thousands of Republicans and Democrats w.ll convene on 
the cities of Philadelphia and Los Angeles to further their agenda of cor- 
porate greed and elite rule. It is our mission to crash their parties in 

nonviolent direct action protest 

The two party system is alienating and ineffective I is controlled I by 
moneyed interests and has corrupted and co-opted the ideals of democ- 
racy Both the Republican and Democratic Conventions are dog and 
pony shows" to launch the political careers of self-serving politicians 
who are on short leashes to their corporate masters. They manipulate 
the public to get elected and then proceed to serve corporate interests. 
The corporate agenda is defined by white supremacy and economic ex- 
ploitation with little regard for human and environmental justice We have 
seen these policies destroy millions of lives at home and abroad, dispro- 
portionately affecting women and people of color. n om orr a tQ 
Take direct action this summer against the Republicans and Democrats 
as they converge on our cities this summer and let them know: I ne 
Party's Over! ^^ .^ ^ ^ |p p||||ly ^ 

Mon. July 24 - 30 Convergence starts 
Sat. July 29 - Universal Health Care March 
Sun. July 30 - Unity 2,000 March & Million Billionaires for Bush 
Mon July 31 - March for Economic Human Rights 
Tues August 1 - Direct Action - Target Criminal In - Justice System 
Wed. August 2 - Direct Action messing with the Republicans 
To find out more about what's happening in Philly 
Contact the Philadelphia direct action group 
(215)-574-7883 www.thepartysover.org, 
www.r2kphilly.org 
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LEATHERFACE 

HORSEBOX 



LEATHERFACE 
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SUBSCRIBE TO THE TROUBLE 
WITH NORMAL 

ONLY S7.50 FOR SIX ISSUES OF 
MUSIC, POLITICAL COMMENTARY, 
AND OTHER THINGS THAT MAKE UP 
FOR A LACK OF BOONE'S LIFE AT 
THE MOMENT. 

WE RE NOT SURE IF WE RE THE 
BEST ZINE IN THE WORLD, BUT WE 
LIKE IT... 



SARAH DOUGHER, THE STAR DEATH, IDCIC 

Friday May 12, 2000. Centra Sociale, St. Louis. 



This was a show I knew I had to 
check out. I was hyper for another 
chance to see The Star Death and 
was curious about the headliner 
whom I'd heard about but had yet 
to see. So this being a night I had 
off work, I was off to St. Louis for 
a place I don't go to nearly as much 
as I should when I can. The 
bottlenccking made me feel like I 
was behind yet I still managed to be 
early. 

Idgie warned us they hadn't 
played in a while between Derek 
going to school out of town and 
finals with CJ and Amy. Even with 

THE STAR DEATH 



this in mind, this St. Louis trio still 
manages to be one of the best punk 
rock bands that town has right now. 
Powerful dual guitar driven angst is 
in full force here with songs about 
feminism, major labels, and the like. 
This bands somehow manages to 
attack harder than a weapon ever 
could lately, persevering through 
lineup changes, equipment hassles, 
and other diversions. Can't wait to 
hear how their newer stuff sounds. 

Star Death have become The 
Star Death and were up next at the 
Centra. While I missed the first 
songs, what I saw melted me to the 




leu meters apart each, a hundred 

snide feel to wash it all down with. 
Covering topics such as life, work, 
et al, the set came off with a style 
reminiscent of Black Flag, to name 
one example. It was definitely 
unexpected and sounded great. 
Add to them a hyperactive stage 
act that matches the music and you 
have Jackie Papers. Have to see 
this band again. 

The crowd started moving to 
the front as Buck began to play. 
From the start, it's easy to see this 
trio evolving. Retaining their 
hardcore/melodic roots, Buck are 
incorporating pop and early rock n' 
roll elements throughout it. The 
result is tight, melodic songs that 
harness punk fury and seem com- 
fortable in both the pop and hardcore 
punk areas with a sound all their 



own. Nice to see Lisa, Pepper and 
their current drummer Corky still 
going and making music. Fun live act. 
Finally, after the crowd got to near 
standing room up in front, it was 
Groovie Ghoulies time. From the 
start of "Fun In the Dark" on, it was 
pure punk fun. Three overdriven 
chord powered songs ruled the night 
as Kepi, Roach, and crew did a set 
of fan requests including both old and 
new songs throughout. This night, the 
Ghoulies played like legends with new 
drummer Amy giving Kepi, Roach 
and B-Face the necessary kick to get 
this kind of music across viscerally 
and emotionally live. While their 
albums are good, to truly understand 
the Groovie Ghoulies, you have to 
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few. Th ISf <***>*}, there were 
plenty that I unfortunately had to 
miss (such as the ecovillage, sexual 
liberation, and genderopoly to 
name a few. On Sunday, I did make 
the end of breakfast in time for the 
Oric^f^i in the South caucus. I 
made the psychiatric survivors/ 
alternatives workshop, and wander- 
ing during the next block. I did 
have to miss several workshops 
that were in the same block as the 
psychiartic survivors one though. 
Still, it was good to see an event 
like this happening. 

However, it must also be noted 
that it wasn't all conference type 
workshops and stoPf like that. The 
evening hosted two shows and an 
open mic show. A brief summary 
of the shows are as follows. 

The Heat opened up Friday 
night's show with just vocals and 
drums doing an almost grindcore 
acapella original along with covers 
of Kiss and Weather Girls songs 
that were humorous and entertain- 
ing (in the case of the Kiss song 
more so than their "Farewell" tour 
[which I'd go to if ticket prices 
weren't so danm high for lawn 
seats out of curiousity]). Snofort 
was an offshoot of Liggie Wog and 
played guitar based indie pop that 
hinted at Pavement at times, which 
should make them KCOU faves if 



they ever get any discs out. Liggie 
Wog were in the same general vein 
as Snofort but with female and 
male vocals and a more rock 
centered sound to lure you in. 
Nymb were a quartet that played a 
more noise based rock with effects 
laden guitar and male/feamle 
vocals. All were good but I was a 
little tired from the drive, the heat, 
and (what I'd learn later) the time 
zone change. 

Saturday's "Southern Girls 
Vaudeville" was an open show with 
pieces WW'l from spoken word 
performances to jokes to another 
impromptu performance by the 
Heat to girls doing either originals 
or covers of songs from Ace of 
Base to Freakwater. There was 
some concern about the number of 
guys who signed up (which is part 
of the reason I didn't - to respect 
the idea of a safe space), but it 
turned out to be fun if a little long. 
Sunday's show opened with the 
Star Death playing an intense set of 
the noise driven punk with HC and 
funk overtones amking it one of 
their best. Louisville's own Second 
Story Man was more traditional 
indie rock with pop hooks and dual 
guitars galore ruling the day. A 
change of pace was provided with 
Erika Maria's spoken word pieces 
on surviving abuse, healing and the 



SOUTHERN GIRLS CONVENTION REPORT: 
OR MY EXPERIENCES AT SGC 2000 



On July 7-9, 2000, The latest 
Southern Girls Convention took 
place in Louisville, KY. Billed as 
three inspiring days of workshops, 
food, activism, and revolution, the 
event was designed to help activists 
(and feminist activists in particular) 
meet and find out what's going on 
in certain situations. Given the 
breadth of such an event, it's 
impossible to completely tell what 
happened that weekend. However, 
I will attempt to try my best to give 
a summary of the situation. 

Let's start with the workshops 
since they were a good part of the 
reason people arrived here in the 
first place. At SGC, workshops 
were held on a variety of topics 
ranging from low power radio and 
ecovi JIages to punk parenting to 
body hair to non to 

women political prisoners in the 
US. In addition there were several 
caucuses on sexism with the 
movement (which were actually 
two part thing with people first 
breaking off into men and women 
and the transgendered/nonaffiliated, 
then joining together in one big 



group), as well as one on activism 
in the south (There was an intro- 
ductions one the first night which I 
missed by arriving late not knowing 
I sw ched time zones). Because of 
the variety, there were also a 
variety of different ways this was 
approached from activities to 
discussions and the like. Some 
people were experienced at this, 
others were new to the workshops. 
Still, there was enough variation to 
address a number of different 
concerns of those people who 
attended. 

In my case, I wandered the first 
night (still dazed from the trip) 
between the Women POW/ 
Polititcal prisoners, abortion clinic 
escorting, and (I still didn't realize 
one of the workshop areas was the 
annex across the street and that 
there was a fifith area in back of the 
BRYCC House). I missed the first 
block of sessions Saturday, but 
made the zines workshop (for 
commentary with fellow zinesters 
and the like), the ethical slutdom/ 
non monogamy workshop (out of 
curiosity and to try to get some 
understanding on an issue I tend to 
be torn on in some ways), and the 
community organizing to name a 



see them live. 

There seemed to be a vibe of 
camaraderie amongst the bands 
tonight, who seemed more than eager 
to interact with the fans and each 
other than expected these days. An 
evening of sheer fun all around. Well 
worth it. 

-Boone. 
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CAPITAL CAPITAL 
Thursday May 25, 2000. 

1 actually wasn' t expecting to go to 
this show. See, it was originally 
supposed to be the night before and 
I couldn't get off work. However, 
the headliner didn't make it and thus 
arrived a night later. Having found 
out at the last minute, I was off to the 
show. 

Capital Capital throw down a dual 
guitar driven set that was immense. 
Their music is a mesh of punk and 
noise rock driven by tight rhythms, 
shitloads of volume, and an energy 
that commands you not to be still. 
Guitars that pierced through the 



The 1810 Ranch, Columbia. 

volume set off a sonic adrenaline rush 
that cuts deep and lets the songs 
move the crowd. The set was short 
but passionate with sonic nods for 
fans of the Ramones as well as 
Chrome (but that's just how I hear it). 
I'm glad things happened as they did. 

Some of the Ranch crew were 
going to watch a Mr. T. video but 
decided to wait. I dropped a friend 
off and went over to see Drag the 
River at the Music Cafe. Night 
turned out better than planned. 
-Boone, 
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